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Westfield Nursery School

Personal, Social and Emotional Development Policy
Vision

At Westfield Nursery we aim to deliver against our vision ‘Inspired beginnings, outstanding futures’. 
Background

Personal, Social and Emotional Development is identified as a Prime area under the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. Children enter Nursery with a range of experiences and access to resources at home.
Rationale
Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities.  
We believe that a child’s PSED takes place over time and that each child will develop at their own pace. The children will learn best when they feel happy in a safe, secure environment. They learn most effectively if given the opportunity to learn through play and exploration, active learning, and creating and thinking critically. They learn best through first-hand experiences and in an environment that allows for opportunities to develop friendships and good relationships with staff and children. 
Intent

-To develop self-confidence and self-awareness skills
-To understand and manage their feelings
-To understand the feelings of others 
-To understand expected behaviours and know that some behaviour is unacceptable 
Implementation   

Early year’s practitioners should:
· Have a positive attitude to developing the personal, social and emotional skills of children.
· Have a good understanding of the learning outcomes for personal, social and emotional development in the curriculum. 

· Complete observations on all children, considering their well-being and involvement levels, as well as reporting on the characteristics of effective learning, and use these observations to plan for next steps in the child’s development. 

· Have a secure knowledge of the resources available, and to ensure that all the resources are used, ensuring opportunities are provided for children to share resources and take turns.

· Support and encourage children to develop confidence in their abilities and make friendships.       
· Support children building relationships with staff and children.

· Ensure that appropriate resources are easy for children to access and to find.

· Encourage children to communicate their needs and give children time to think about their ideas before communicating them.
· Be sensitive to the needs of all children and how children may be feeling each day.

· Develop a child’s well-being and encourage children to get involved in activities and nursery life.

Making Relationships    

Early years practitioners, both inside and outside, should provide opportunities for children to:
· Make friendships and develop good relationships with familiar adults and children.
· Join other children in their play and eventually initiate their own activities, responding to what other children are saying to them.

· Initiate conversations and explain their own knowledge or ideas.

· Take turns and share resources with others.

· Understand how to resolve conflicts with other children. (See conflict resolution in Behaviour Policy)
Self-Confidence and Self-Awareness
Early year’s practitioners, both inside and outside, should provide opportunities for children to:
· Be confident to leave their main carer and seek support in a familiar adult when needed.

· Explore and use different activities and resources with support at first and then independently.

· Develop a sense of self, by expressing their own preferences and interests and talking about their own abilities.

· Be confident in talking to other children and adults about their own wants, needs, interests and opinions.

Managing Feelings and Behaviour

Early year’s practitioners, both inside and outside, should provide opportunities for children to:

· Understand and talk about their own feelings.

· Be aware of the feelings of others and accept the needs of others.

· Understand and follow the rules at nursery.

· Learn that some behaviour is unacceptable and know the consequences of such behaviour.
Roles and Responsibilities

Overall curriculum lead is Mrs Andrews, lead teacher. Class leaders take responsibility for planning PSED.
Resources
There are a variety of resources that can be used to promote personal, social and emotional development. For example, a wide range of books that can be shared with children to discuss a whole selection of topics and a ‘Feelings Box’ which can be used to discuss a wide range of situations and the feelings of themselves and others. Resources from other areas of the curriculum can be used to promote development in this area, such as turn taking games, scrunchie and parachute. All staff should have a good knowledge of the resources on offer. 

Children should be encouraged to share in the responsibility for the equipment and have clear expectations with regard to storage, use and care. It is everyone’s responsibility to ensure that all resources are in good working order and appropriate for the children’s stage of development.

Safety

Staff will ensure all resources that are put out are safe and useable for children, staff will also ensure that the outside and inside area is checked during the morning health and safety check.

Equal Opportunities

All practitioners must have high expectations of what the children can achieve regardless of gender, ability, race or cultural/ social backgrounds. 
Interventions

All staff are tasked with supporting children who are in receipt of Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP). The EYPP champion ensures PSED is woven through the range of interventions where appropriate. 
English as an Additional Language

We welcome children and families for whom English is an Additional Language (EAL) and see multilingualism as an asset and support the parallel use of home languages and English.
Working with Parents/ Carers

Parents and carers are encouraged to understand the importance of this key area of learning. Regular discussions occur with parents/ carers highlighting strengths and next steps. Home learning challenges are used to promote PSED and explain some of the learning intentions to parents.
Assessment, Monitoring and Moderation
Two-year checks are completed for those children starting in our two-year-old class.

Two weeks after settling in week a baseline is completed. Assessments are then completed at the end of each term so the school can monitor progress and target next steps.

The school has a program to monitor and evaluate the work of the school through regular scrutiny of policy, planning, assessment, observations and feedback from staff, parents and carers.
The judgements staff make are moderated with outside agencies to support validation of these assessments. 

Impact (Based on exit data and questionnaires from June 2021)

Children make better than expected progress in reading and expected progress in all aspects of PSED (Relationships, Self-confidence and Managing Feelings and Behaviours)
Children in receipt of Early Years Pupil Premium make expected progress. EAL children make better than expected progress.  

Children report they feel safe, have friends and are supported to share and take turns.
Parents/ carers report that children are happy, safe and taught well through play.
Conclusion
Implementation of this policy will ensure children reach their potential in the area of Personal, Social and Emotional Development.
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